your friend, conceal from England the truth of what you knew
to be Italy's intentions in Abyssinia, and then, when the truth
is out, lead the world in sanctions against Italy when you
have already made up your mind privately to condone the
partitioning of Abyssinia?

How is England to know what to think about foreign policy
when you tell her in May 1934, 'If you are going to adopt a
sanction you must be prepared for war, if you adopt a sanction
without being prepared for waryou are not an honest trustee of the
nation', when in November 1935 you lead the world in applying
sanctions against Italy, when in June 1936, after opposing even
the full application of economic sanctions, you tell England,
'There is only one way of altering the course of events... and that
is to go to war ... I am quite certain that I should not cast my
vote to-day for that course of action'. Is that honest stewardry?

How is England to know what to think about foreign policy
when you tell her in November 1934 that in a year's time she
will still be twice as strong as Germany in the air and in March
1935 you have to learn from Hitler's own lips that Germany is
already stronger in the air than the whole British Empire?

Apparently there is no public opinion in England.
Apparently there is no blunder a politician can make so great
that it will make him unpopular or jeopardize his job.

One motive for the British right-about-turn in the Abyssinian
affair may have been the fear that, if war came with Italy,
Germany might jump on our back. This was a real danger.
German rearmament, concealed by tranquillizing assurances
from the British public, was already immense. Three years were
lost while a deaf ear was turned to all warnings from specialists
who knew the facts. German rearmament began within five
minutes of Hitler's advent to power in 1933. In the autumn of

1934  Baldwin was still soothing Parliament with reassuring
statements about the British lead in the air. In the autumn of

1935  British rearmament at length cumbersomely got under
way.  The locusts had eaten three years, and that is the real
explanation of everything that is happening in Europe.
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